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Insult, Anger, and Aggression:
An “Experimental Ethnography”
of the Culture of Honor

havior signaling a capacity for violence.

We still need to show, however, that behaviors and attitudes are linked in the
way our theory specifies. The relation between attitudes and behavior is often
not straightforward: People sometimes merely pay lip service to attitudes with-
out behaving in ways consistent with them, or sometimes they earnestly hold
such attitudes but never manage to find ways to act them out. In any case,
decades of research by social psychologists have shown that there can be large
gaps between expressed attitudes and actual behavior. Measures of behavior
are needed before one can take seriously hypotheses about cultural difference,

In the experiments reported here, which we conducted with Brian Bowdle
and Norbert Schwarz,! we examined the sequence of reactions following an in-

the study, rudely insulted them. We observed subjects’ emotional reactions,
physiological responses, and actions in response to this insult.

When we refer to northerners and southerners who participated in the ex-
periments, we use those words as a shorthand way of referring to male students
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