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IN THE PRESENCE OF DANGER

““This above dll, fo refuse to be a victim.”
—Margaret Atwood

He had probably been watching her for a while. We aren’t
sure—but what we do know is that she was not his first
victim. That afternoon, in an effort to get all her shopping
done in one trip, Kelly had overestimated what she could
comfortably carry home. Justifying her decision as she
struggled with the heavy bags, she reminded herself that
making two trips would have meant walking around after
dark, and she was too careful about her safety for that. As
she climbed the few steps to the apartment building door,
she saw that it had been left unlatched (again). Her neigh-
bors just don’t get it, she thought, and though their lax
security annoyed her, this time she was glad to be saved the
trouble of getting out the key.

She closed the door behind her, pushing it until she heard
it latch. She is certain she locked it, which means he must
have already been inside the corridor.

Next came the four flights of stairs, which she wanted to
do in one trip. Near the top™of the third landing, one of the
bags gave way, tearing open and dispensing cans of cat
food. They rolled down the stairs almost playfully, as if
they were trying to get away from her. The can in the lead
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